Dear MAFL Fund Contributors & Interested Bystanders,
After last weekend’s joy, despair and profitability, a weekend of mostly quiet reflection.

When the market opened on Monday lunchtime for this weekend’s round of AFL, I saw Carlton at $7 and had horrid visions of the Model imploring me to bet the entire Fund on the Blues, smitten as it’s been with them over the opening third of the season. But I need not have worried; even though the Blues have since blown out to an even more ‘attractive’ $7.25, the Model’s having none of them this week.
(On the flipside, Adelaide are at $1.07. So, if you like, you could outlay $1,000 on Adelaide and then sit rigid for two or three hours hoping to pick up your $70 profit at the final siren. Now there’s a way of expediting the aging process.)
Indeed, it’s a weekend of short-priced favourites, the longest being the Lions at $1.60, making it the shortest longest-priced favourite in any round this season – if you get what I mean. At current prices, if all the favourites win, an accumulator bet would only pay around $9.50 for each $1 bet.
Our sole bet for the round is on the Hawks at $3.40 at the G against the Swans. This seems a reasonable bet, although the Hawks have been easing over the course of the week after opening at $3.20.
Here’s the detail of the weekend:
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*** RESULTS ***

Date Venue Team 1 Bet Price Team 2 Bet Price Bet Team 1 Bet Team 2 Predicted Winner Pred Margin

26-May-06 M.C.G Collingwood - Western Bulldogs - - - Collingwood 7

27-May-06 Kardinia Park Geelong - Richmond - - - Geelong 20

27-May-06 Football Park Adelaide - Carlton - - - Adelaide 39

27-May-06 Docklands Essendon - Port Adelaide - - - Essendon 8

27-May-06 M.C.G Hawthorn $3.40 Sydney - 2.24% - Sydney 37

28-May-06 Gabba Brisbane Lions - Fremantle - - - Brisbane Lions 16

28-May-06 Docklands St Kilda - Kangaroos - - - St Kilda 26

28-May-06 Subiaco West Coast - Melbourne - - - West Coast 19

Total 2.24% 0.00%

2.24%

Underdogs

Equal Favourites

Favourites


With only one bet – barring a draw or another Sportsbet-proclaimed ‘draw’ – there’s only two possible share prices at the end of the weekend: $0.9617 or $0.8849
Consistent with its conservative betting stance, the Model’s plumped for all eight favourites in its tipping this weekend. Looking at the margins, if you fancy tipping one or two upsets, consider the Bulldogs over the Pies, or Port over the Dons (surely the match of the round - a team that’s lost 5 of its last 6 games hosts a team that’s lost its last 7. I reckon there might even be some spare team family & friends tickets available for that one). Actually, it’s hard to pick a genuine match of the round this weekend – maybe the Lions v Freo game at the Gabba. 

Just on margins for a minute, here’s how the Model’s tips have performed, split by whether the tipped margin for the winner was in the range 1 to 17 or 18+ points.
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1-17 19 25 44 56.8%

18+ 6 14 20 70.0%


As you’d hope, when the Model tips a larger margin of victory, it’s more likely to have tipped the winner.
Cheers for now,

Tony
